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THE CALL TO PREACH
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scienceless commercialism. A man could go but a little
distance in London without encountering such men and
women, and such helpless little children, as seem degraded
out of the likeness to humanity.

To William Booth the call to preach Christ came In these
London streets, not dramatically and suddenly, but with a
steady and persisting tone of resolute command. He could
not doubt the reality of that call, and his faith would not
let him disobey it.

He has left a record of his feelings on this matter, writ-
ten before he had really looked into the Stygian depths of
the London abyss, and from this record one may discern
how his mind was acted upon in youth by the sights he saw
in suburbs that passed in those days for respectable:

How can anybody with spiritual eyesight talk of having no
call, when there are such multitudes around them who never
hear a word of God, and never intend to; who can never
hear, indeed, without the sort of preacher who will force him-
self tipon them? Can a man keep right in his own soul who
can see all that, and yet stand waiting for a " call" to preach ?
Would they wait so for a " call" to help anyone to escape from
a burning building, or to snatch a sinking child from a watery
grave ?

Does not growth in grace, or even ordinary growth of intelli-
gence, necessarily bring with it that deepened sense of eternal
truths which must intensify the conviction of duty to the perish-
ing world ?

Does not an unselfish love, the love that goes out towards
the unloving, demand of a truly loving soul immediate action
for the salvation of the unloved?

And are there not persons who know that they possess
special gifts, such as robust health, natural eloquence, or power
of voice, which specially make them responsible for doing some-
thing for souls?

And yet I do not at all forget, that above and beyond all
these things, there does come to some a special and direct call,
which it is peculiarly fatal to disregard, and peculiarly strength-
ening to enjoy and act upon.

I believe that there have been many eminently holy and
useful men who never had such a call; but that does not at all
prevent anyone from asking God for it, or blessing Him for
His special kindness when He gives it.

The call, at any rate, had come for him.
from Heaven, and from humanity as well

It was a call